FRENCH  POLITICAL THOUGHT
" They were wise and we were fools," said Manning of the
opposition1 ; " but it has turned out that the wise men were
always blundering and the fools always right." The Vatican
Council did exactly what it was wanted to do by its champions:
" Manning counts on the Council to give us our death-blow,"
wrote Montalembert to Dupanloup in August 1867,2 The
Vatican Council did indeed kill Liberal Catholicism, and it is
one of the weird, fitting coincidences that Montalembert should
have died in March 1870, while the Church was engaged in
the solemn condemnation of the doctrines with which his name
will for ever be associated. During the next few years those
who had seemed to be on the verge of heresy now vied with
their orthodox ex-rivals in devotion to the Holy Se<^ and in
making for the Church new and extravagant demands from the
apparently temporary regime set up in France on the downfall
of the Empire. The reply of the Third Republic must form a
later chapter.
1  Purccll, op. a/., ii., p. 448,
2  Lccanuct, op. r//., iii., p. 431.